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) fost of ys have ASSUMED gne or two ' )
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~eabaken them for granted without investi- TION, Make no mistake about thatt
gation. And this careless assumption has In our quest to learn WHETHER Goa's
led most of us inte error, It has left people should join themseives together in
4% cpen tou be deceived! an ORGANIZATION, naving CHURCH GOVERNMENT,
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is wroth with today, It is US Saten is govermnent. But in this government, Geod
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possible If we are carless, and 85iume rifices of the Law of Moses. Church znd
things without Eureful giudy of a)) sides. state wers inseparable.

and gmple Prodp from the Scripture. e In any government, man ave placed iwn

rust be continually ON QUR GUARD, never AUTHORITY, with powey to GOVERN and fo QL{LE__

trusting any man, or even g beard or group There never was g government withoul meiin .

of wen, but Ged alone, thru His Holy Wordl authority, yuling over others. And, Pu-ha?s
Se oah us SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES! Leb without exception, there a{ways iz, and 21~
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wayS wAS, some ONE MAN who was in actual
fact, tho not always in name or t.itle, the.
real head, or ruler,

As God first organized His people,
HE wa¥ th@&iF HEAD---their King. But scon
the Tsra@lites wanted a mi# to be their
king, like the Gentile nations around

them. It is IMPOSSIBLE to have ORGANTZA-
TION, or GOVERMMENT, without having a MAN

as th ww_tmm_tm
SAY Christ in heaven is the Head, and con-

txnue to try 1o believe it that way,

A fact that many of us have never no-
tioced is that THE OLD COVENANMT WAS A MAR-
RIAGE COMPACT! :

When God first set up AN ORGANIZATION
on earth, the people who formed this or-
ganization were MARRIED to the Lord. It
was this MARRIAGE that bound Him and His
people together! .

In Jeremiah 3:14, the Lord says:
0 backsliding children, saith the Lord;
for 1 AM MARRIED UNTO YOU." :

l 4 <
THE LORD DIVORCED KIS WIFE!  “-

The making of the 01d Covenant, as
recorded in the 24th chapter of Exodus,
was the MARRIAGE CEREMONY. If anyone may
doubt this, let us merely ask, WHEN, if
not here, did the Lord ever enter into a
marriage ceremony, joining Himself and
His people together as husband and wife?
Where else, in all the Bible, can you find
any account of a marriage ceremony?

.The MARRIAGE ceremony was the OLD
COVENANT CEREMONY! They are one and the
same. It was this marriage, then, that
- established ORGANIZATION and GOVERNMENT
among God's people!l

Ne want to repeat thati We want you
%o understand it--~for it is of great
importance---it is the KEY FACT upon which
the real truth, so long hidden, reall
Y hingest 1T WAS THE MARRIAGE THAT FORMED
GOD'S PEOPLE INTO AN ORGANIZATION HAVIHG\
CHURCH GOVERNMENT. !

a eing so-~--and it IS so, and
none can deny it---then it naturally fol-
lows that THE ORGANIZATION and the GOVERN-
MENT of God’s people, at least as ordaimed
and sanctioned by the Lovd, EXISTED ONLY
AS LONG AS THE M&RRI&GE UNION WHICH ESTAB-
LISHED IT! ;

If the marriage was do‘ne done away, the
DRGAHIZ&TION and the CHURCH GOVERNME‘NT
was at the same time done away: For it
was only this marriage relationship which
established the organization--~the kingdom

-~=the government both civil and ecclesi- .
* tell the interpretation thereof befove

asticall

When God fzrst proposed the 01d Cov-
enant marriage, (Ex., 19:5-6), He promised
His people that IF---notice the IP--~they
would be obedient, as a wife should to
her husband, they would become "a kingdom
-of PRIESTS, and an haly NATION," In other
words, & GOVERNMENMT of a religlous charac<
tore--a CHURCH GOVERNMENT! J

This is repeatad in Levliticus 26,
There the blessings to accrue For obedience
are ennumerated, togethey with the PUNISH-
MEMT far DISOBEDIEMCE! Awd what was that

"Furn

Scriptures.

punishment to be?

Notice it} ---"they that hate you
shall REIGH OVER YOU , . ., SEVEN TIMES"
~=-0r 2520 years't (Verses 14-28).

Look at it, imr your own Bible. If
Israel, the WIFE, married unto the lord,
proves disobedient, Israel is to LOSE her:

government, - No longer to be AN ORGANIZA-
TION?Y Enemy nations shall REIGH OVER---

rule over--~the Isrgelites. Their own
government mo longer will rule them. Wo
longer will they be an organization of
their own.

Thus God threatened to turn the Gov-
ERMMENT---the ORGANIZATION, if you please,
over to the GENTLLES for 2520 long years,
TAKING ORGANIZATION AND GOVERNMENT AWAY
FROM HIS PEOPLE!

Now let us see whether He did that!}

Israel, of course, discheyed.

"And 1 saw, when for all the causes
cksliding Isrsel committed adul-
tery 1 HAD AWAY, AND GIVEN HER A
BILL OF DIVORCE." {Jer. 3:8).

Surely ; that ought to settle the mat-
ter! Israel was DIVORCED! This cut off
the GOVERNMENT, the ORGANIZATION, from
among God's people, amd TURNED IT OVER 10
THE GENTILES FOR 2520 LONG YEARS—~-until
the very present gemeratiom! Still other
Scriptures PROVE it!

where

GOVERWMENT AND ORGANIZATION
TURNED OVER TO GENTILES

Let us follow the story thru the
Let us see if the other Scrip-
tures confirm this astounding truth!

Israel sin first, and was taken
captive to Assiria asbout 721 B.C. But the
House of Judah remained, and as long as
they did God's true BIBLE FORM OF ORGANI-
ZATION and CHURCH GOVERMMENT ccmtinued
with them.

But soon Judah was sinning éven worse
than Israel, and they, too, were taken
captive. King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon
captured the Jews, destroyed Jerusalem,
moved the Jews to the land of the Chal-
deans. Among them was Daniel, the prophet.

Soon after this captivity, Nebuchad-
nezzar had the dream in which he saw the
great metgllic image, OF course you are
already familiar with this.

Only Daniel could tell the king his
dveam, and its meaning, as GOD had re~
vealed it to hiw. But motice a point in
its interpretation:

"This is the dream,” Da.'nul said,

after describing the image, "and we will

the king. thou, 0 king, are a king of kings
~~=~in other words, a WORLD RULER---"for
THE GOD OF NEAVEN HATH GIVEN THEE A KING-
poM." (Verses 36-37),

Note 1t. GOD gave the kimgdom over
to him! Now God newver makes covenants
with GENTILES. God never did, and mever
will, marry a Gentile people as such, or
establish them as HIS kingdom, HIS govern-
ment, HIS organization, KIS Churchl

Yet it plainly says, here, thét GOD
GAVE NEBUCHADNEZZAR A KLNGDOM. How? And
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WHY? Since God could not have established
or sgt yp o kingdom in babylon, among the
Gentile Chaldean¥, the only way God could
have GIVEN Nebuchadnezzar a KINGDOM was to
have given OVER to him the Kingdom He al-
ready had set up---the one set up AT SINAI!
Babylon never way the Kingdom, the
Government, or thes Church of GAD! But Neb=
uchadnezzar, under God's divine direction,
TOGK CAPTIVE the people of God's kingdom
and church. And so God GAVE OVER TO HIM
the KINGDOM--~that is, the GOVERNMENT-~--
the AUTHORITY to RULE~-~which had been set
up at Sinail - :
Understand {t! The AUTHORITY to RULE
and 1o SOVERWN was now taken away from the
people of God, because of disobedience,
and this AUTHORITY was transferred over
to NWEBUCHADNEZZAR and HIS SUCCESSORS for

2520 years!

WHEN THE KINGDOM IS RESTQRED

Kow notice the truth revealed in this
Gentile Tmage a little futher. :

The AUTHORITY TO RULE was not only -
turned over to Nebuchgdnezzar---mot just "
temporarily---but it was to continue in
the power of his successors 2520 years!

““And after thee shall arise another
kingdom . . . @nd another third Xingdom of
brass, which shall bear rulg OVER ALL THE
EARTH." (Verse.39). Note it! The RULE
God had transferred over to Nebuchadnezzar
was to continue in the Persign Empire, and
the Greerian Empire--~they were to bear
RULE over ALL THE EARTH!
ordination! :

Then followed the fourth kingdom of
iron---the ROMAN Ewpire. Ih the latter
days~---at the end of the 2520 years---NOW
--=in OUR gemeratiom today~~~this Roman
Empire is once more to be restored by a
union of ten European Dictators, as fore-
told in Revelation 17. .

~ And then what shall happen, at th
END of this 2520-yeer Gentile reign?

“A STONE. (Christ), . . smote the
image,"---smashing this Gentile reign into
pieces! Yes, CHRIST, at HIS SECOND COM-
ING, is to SMITE it, and end it. What will
happen then?

"The God of heaven shall set up a
kingdom, which shall never ‘be destroyed:

ses.0 but it shall break in pieces and con— with authority to GOVERN

sume all these kingdoms, and IT shall stand
forever." (Verses 34,44). )
Jesus' disciples understood that the
KINGDOM, with a1l authority to GOVERN,
vhether civil or church government, had
been taken away from His people, and turn-
sd gver to Gentiles. You'll remember how
they asked Himy, "Lord, wilt thou at this
time restore ggain the kingdom to Israel?"
[Acts 1:6)., But He did NOT restore it,
then. He did NOT bring the govermment,
the organisation, the authority to rule,

Yes, and by Goa's,

His people, what blessings and prosperity
would naturally follow a civilization based
upon HIS laws, And ALL the laws hang on
that grest basic principle of LOVE---love
to God, and love to meighbor. The prin-
ciple of "GIVE" and of "SERVE", wot of
“GET" and "ACCUMULATE."

But, whe#i His people Israel would not

, Continue governing themselves according te

His laws, based on this great fundamentsl
principle, God turned authority of govern-
ment over the the Gentiles, and gave them
2520 years to DEMONSTRATE, by experience,
the fruitage of the Gentile ways of lust.

The 2520 years is now up. The Times ;_./?

of the Gentiles have runm thetr course. And
just LOOK at the results of this Babylon-
ish Gentile civilization! @Governments

are overthrown, and mow arming to the
teeth to destroy one another! Busimess
and industry is bankrupt under the princi-
Ple of compatifion and strife and self- -
gain, want and poverty stalk the land, and
millions are in want in the midst of plen~
ty! Socicty is rotten and immorsl, crime,
racketeering, vice, gambling, run rampant.

Religion is in confusion, torn by strife
and division, in the grip of the GEMTILE

System of injecting ORGANIZATION ard GOV~
ERMMENT into the Churchi Truly, in its
every phase, our modern civilization is in
BABYLON today!

Praise God, JESUS IS SOON COMING! Yes,
coming to RESTORE the Kingdom---the gov-
eryment,; the organization, to the TRUE
people of Godl Coming to DESTROY 211 this
"BABYLON" which has visited such unhappi—

ness to the worldl Coming to reign and RUIE

THE 12, THE 70, AND THE 7

But, did not Jesus SET THE CHUECH IN
ORDER? Did He not REORGANIZE it again,
at His Pirst Coming? Did He not set up a
definite “BIBLE FORM UF ORGANIZATION." and
establish a definite "CHURCH GOVERNMENTP"
7 We have always ASSUMED that HWe dig?
Yes, we have taken this carelessly for
granted. But Jet us prove THIS point---
Tet Us prove ALL THINGS! Let us search
the Scriptures whether this. assumption
be sol

First, did Christ ever set up an

ORGA . Yds ,
over the "spivit-
val affairs,” or the "FINANCIAL AFFAIRS

of the Chuyeh?

. Let us see if we can find such boards,
or Scriptures giving them such authority,

True, Jesus did call out IWELVE disgci=-
ples, who afterward were called "apostles.”
But WHERE in the Scripture are they called
“THE BOARD OF THE TWELVE"---a tevym we hear
freely used today, under claim of having
"the BIBLE form of organization’,

WHERE do we read of one of them being . :;*"I

appointed as the "CHAIRMAN OF THE TWELVE™

back from the Gentiles to His peoplel Con- or gnother as the {SECRETAQY OF THE TWELVE?'

sequently He did NOT reorganize His people,
or establish any govermment, ecclesiastical
>Y oivil, among them. This the New Testa—
nent Scriptures, also, aburdantly prove!
God had proposed to demonstrate, thru

Is THIS Biblical and serivkua\? If so,

where is the faet? . . "
When Jetwv$s called them, and ordsined

them, did_He give them AUTHORTTY TO RULE?

Just what did Re give them POWER and AU=-
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THORITY to do?
T Woetice it in Luke 9:1-2:
"Then he called his twelve dlsclplas
together, and gave them power and author-

ity" ---for what? To GOVERN? To RULE the
Church? Notice carefully. Let us have a

BTBEE“REﬁsaﬂﬁ¥or SON for g1l we accept and do' ..,
"...and gave them power and authority over
all devilg, and to cure diseases. And he
SENT THEM to" ---He sent them to WHAT? To
irule and govern? ~To have supervision over
the spiritua) affairs of am organization? ~
Notice i1+, IN THE BIBLE! ,..."He sent them
1o preacﬁ EE Kingdom of God, 2nd to hegl
the siek."
The—word "apostle” means "ome sent."
The definitien in Cruden's Concordance is
"One sent forth. Used as referring (1)
chiefly to ont® of the 12 disci.ples of
Christ; or (2) to any of various other
f‘ollowcrs of Christ who did evangelistic
work."” .
An’apostle does not mean one IN au-
thority, but one UNDER authority---one
SENT by the authority of another: The only
power and authorify Jesus ever gave even  ~
His original iwelve was to heal Ehe sick,
and cast ouft demons, And He SENT them,
not_to yule, but to PREACH::ZEEE“f—TBEAR
duthority, buf'to MINISTER, to serve!l
Nowhere in the Scripture do we find
the slightest hint that the twelve consti-
tuted a higher-up church board, and nowhere
were they ever given power to te rule, or
govern, or decide what doctrines the other,
disciples must believe.

o~
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John, unto tha same day that He was taken
up from us, must one be ordained TO BE A
WITNESS WITH US OF MIS RESURRECTION.™ ~
(Acts 1:21-22).

Do youw grasp it?

Do you see plainly

" revealed here the PURPOSE of the twelve?

First, Jesus ordained twelve "that
they should ke with Bim." Later, after
His ascensidn, one of these was replaced,
And it had to be ONE WHO HAD BEEN WITH
HIM, along with the others, thruout His
entire mlnlstry, beginnlng with the bap-
tism of John!

Why? .

“T0 BE A WITNESS WITH THEM OF HIS RES-
URRECTION! "

Search the Scriptures as we my, we
cannot find any other purpose for the twelve
apostles, exeept to go out and preach, and
heal, and to be WITH Jesus thruout His
ministry, in order that they might forever
PROVE the TRUTH OF THE RESURRECTION!

That was the only reasom for the def-
inite number of TWELVE! To suppgse that.
this definite numbar of twelve was to be
continued and perpefuated AFTER THEIR MIS-
SIONM WAS FULEFILLED is absurd!

T Is there any statement €hat others
later called*“ipostles -—ones SENT to
prcach--amareI'_ivaugelists——-such as Pgul,
Barnabus, ete., were "one of the twelve?"
There is mo such statement in the Bible!l
Rathér Paul and Barnabus, after they were
called spostles (as in Acts 14:14), went
up to Jerusalem UNTO THE APOSTLES. {Acts
- 15:2). And here, ‘at this conference, the

- Holy Spirit revesled truth TO BE WRITTEN

WERE THE 12 CONTINUED ON?

Is there any Scripture giving plain
instruction that the TWELVE were to con-
tinue on perpetually as a Church hoard?
There is none!

Yet many have been led honestly %o
suppose that the apostles were to be con~
tinued exactly twelve in number, because
& successor was ordagined to replace Judas
Iscariot. So let us SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES
on this point, whether this is sa.

What was Jesus' PURPOSE in ordaining
twelve disciples? Let the Scripture say:

"And He ordained twelve, THAT THEY
SHOULD BE WITH HIM, and that He might send
them forth to preach, and to have power to
heal sicknesses, and to cast out d371ls.
(Mark 3:14.)

Not that they should rule the spirit-
ual afaivs of an organizatioh, Jesus or-
dained the twelve in order "that they
should BE WITHW HIM!"

Now notice WHY He wanted them to ba

AS PART OF THE INSPIRED SCRIPTURES, which
were not yet, at that time, complete, Sure-
ly no "12 apostles” are authorized by the
Sceripture to receive such special instruc-
tion from the Holy Spirit, togmtﬂiziﬁ;izﬁf_‘
the Holy Scriptures, TODAY! Such zn 1mp11-
cation is little short of blasphemous!

True, Paul and a few others are called

apostles. But an "

"ONE SENT.," If we could find ome single
Scripture where Paul, or any other than
the original twelve, ever were called "“ONE
OF THE TWELVE", as we freely hear men style
themselves today, then we would know the
twelve continued on. .

BUT THERE IS NO SUCH SCRIPIURE!

The words “The twelve" are NEVER used
except to refer to the original 12 which
companied with Jesus thruout His minlstry.
to be witnesses of His resurrection!

There is NO SCRIPTURE even hinting
that the twelve were continued. On the other

<hand, every Scriptural indication is that

THEY WERE KOT. Even the authors of "A His-

with Him---and WHY a successor was appoint- tory of the True Church” were unable to find

ed for Judas' _

Judas' Successor had to be a man
possessing a certain qualification--~-be~
cause he was "ordained to be a witmess
with us of his Yesurrectlon.' (Acts 1:22),

Notice the mecessary qualification.
Not ability to goverm, mnor talent to dis-
cern gand vote on r:ght doctrine. Look at
it in your Bible: "Wherefore of these

men which have cowpanied with us 811 the
tipg That the Lord Tesus wenk in and out
arpng us. Begining: fyow the baptism of

any continuance of THE IWELVE in the TRUE

Bé

Church! .

That ought to settle the matter, The
Soriptures speak of FALSE apostles, and of
“them which SAY they are apostles, snd are
not, but hast found them LIARS," (II Cor.
11:13; Rev. 2:2). Let us beware being
dgcgived, Tt i's the COMMANDMEMT KEEPERS
whom the Devil seeks, in these latter days,
to deceive)

Let us Pe-suve everything we accept
is based on true AIBLE AUTHORITY, and mot

EASr Y- 2i1ai £



§ e e s 1 i g e e r—— e mEE e e e e o A e — - ——— o m———

APril, 193

) e Ine _GoOD NEWS T _____pges
’ I SRD
falsely yead INTO the Bible by imputing a Were they set wp as & FINANCIAL BOARD?

meaning €o various scattered taxts contrary Were they appointed to receive and handle
to the plain, obvious intonded meaning I the TITHES of the whole world-wide Church?
ITS SETTING! Did they ever supervise the financial
: affairs of the ministry, hiring and firing
HOW ABOVT THE SEVENTY? ministers, and paying them their salaries,
: or "allowanees?" Were they set over THAT
Now let us laok briefly at the "70". Dusiness?

Did THEY constifute a CHURCH BOARD? Let us mot be deceived, but lagk at
Was power to govern, or rule, or act as this AS IT 1S IN THE BIBLE, homestlyl
an advisory. board in matters of doctrine In the early daye of the New Testament
or church goveryment? Was THAT the purpose Church, the brethren sold their possessions,
for which Jesus appointed them? had @11 things commom, and teok care of

The ONLY PLACE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT  the PHYSICAL needs of ‘their own widows and
where "the seventy" are mentioned is in the orphans. e %
10th chapter of Luke. ; In the 6th chapter of Acts, we notice
Beside the twelve, whom Jesus ordained in the first verse, the Grecians complained
"that they "should be with Him,” for "a - against the Hebrews, becdwse their widows
witness of His rssurrection," and wham He  and orphans were being neglected in the

sent forth to preach, "the Lord appointed daily ministration of material needs.

other seventy also, and sent them two and Then the twelve---the ORIGIMAL and

two before his face inte every city and ONLY twelve of the Bible, ordaihed to be
place whither he himself would gome." witnesses of Christ's resurrection,---called
(verse 1). . together the disciples and said, "It is not
‘ Did they ASSEMBLE---as 3 board? reason that we should leave THE WORD OF GOD,

No, they WERE SENT, not tegether but, and serve tables. Wherefore, brethren, lack
TWO AND TWG, on a special mission——-pre~ - ye out ayong you seven men « » . wham we
paring for the personal visits of Jesus to may appoint ovey THIS business.” (V. 2-3).

these various towns and cities! Instead They were appointed over PUSINESS---
of assembling-as a church board,. THEY SEP- but what business? Note it IN YOUR BIBLE!
ARATED---two and twol The busivess of WAITING ON TABLES--~-of

What instruction 2id Jesus give them? feeding, servimg, the MATERIAL needs of the
Did He vést them with power to RULE, or widows and oyphansi k
set them up as an advisory board, or ap- And WHY were they appointed? So that
point them to be the LEADING glders? the gposties might devote their time to the
'~ Mo, He said, “6o your ways . . . and PREACHING of the Gospel, and the WITNESSING
HEAL THE SICK . . « and say unto them, The TO'THE RESURRECTION, which they were sent

Kingdom ofGed is coma nigh unte you." (v. +to do, INSTEAD OF this business of minister-
.3,9). They were authorized only to heal, ing to the PHYSICAL needs of womenl f
cast out demons, and preach)! That is alll The Business for which the severn were

They returned from this special mis- gppointed had nothing whatscever to do with
sion (verse 17}, and Jesus gave them power receiving and gisbyrsing tithes for the
to tread on serpents and sgerpions so noth-ministry and preaching of the Wordl
. ing should hurt them. And THAT IS THE LAST We should liks to 3ee yny text in the

EVER HEARD OF THEN! Their mission was New Te‘ﬂ:mt—xhnlijgtﬁ:f there ever was
epded’ appointed any BOARD act as a TREASURY

Brethren, let us be homest! IF the for-the tithes of the disciples, and to Te-
lord ever intended them to be a continuous ceive gnd disburse the maney for the whole
church “BOARD OF THE SEVENTY", do yow mot ‘‘ERwrch: We say such a thing 1S UNSCRIPTURAL
honestly think we should find soine further gnd wnless SCRIPTURE Gan be produced For it,
mention of "the seventy" inthe Bible? Do  sugh g practise ought to be distontimiedl
you not think we should find, in the Beok ——If there is ONE LINE of scripture Tor
of Acts, where some of the elders or evan- such procedure under the New Testament, the
gelists were "of the seventy?" Do you mot editor of The GOOD NEWS agrees to print it
think we should read of this "beard” im the in the mext issue---if any can supply itl
history of "the TRUE Church"---1F they over This is our challenge, and we await replies.
were, such g beard? s T e 5 .

No, the simple truth, when me come to ' JESUS' TEACNING ON GHURCH GOVERNMENT
“search the Scriptures WHETHER these things \ R e S 2B 5 .
be s0," is that they never were a church There is mot ome single HINT in the New
board, and they ENDED their work and mis- Testament of amy Church BOARD with authorit
sion before Jesus was crucified! to rule, to govern, to decide doctrine, or

The fact that in one or two instances 4o handle tithes and church finances (the
Moses selected seventy elders for certain whole church). Im a later ~numberwe shpll
duties of that day, BEFORE God tock the devote an article to explaining Acts I[Sw .
goveryment away from largel and turned it  hicn certainly sets no such example.

over to the Gentiles~-~-BEFORE He diverced Jesus nmever organized, or re-organized
Israel---certainly has no pemnection with His Church! There is NO SCRIPMRE for it!
the seventy Jesus sent op/this special A1l authority and  power to rule is lim
mission. ? ited solely to each LOCAL congregatiom. But
there is NO BIBLE AUTHORITY for any super-
WERE THE "SEVEN"™ A FINCNAIAL governmgnt, oY, organization with authority
BOARD? over the ocel-congregationst .

: The plain teaching of Jasys js Just”
Heur eevent ¥ pun AAtDADYE 1) chkomt "Jecna called the

-
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" unto Him, and saith unto them, Ye know
that they which are gccounted to RULE over

‘the Gentiles exfercise lordship over them;
'and their great ones exercige AUTHORITY up-

Thae

on them. but so shall it NOT be 5‘—'2532’92'“
AMark 10:42). T - e

" The AUTHORITY---the GOVERNMENT---the
RULERSHIP-~-was turned over to the Gen-
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i The Church (upder Leo I,) set up,
within the Roman Empire, an ecclesiastical
STATE (goverrment) which, in its constitu-
tion and its administrative system, was

shaping itself ypon the IMPERIAL MODEL."

Truly, an IMAGE OF THE BEAST!
Thus was C OVERNMERT introduced

into the Western world a century afier

tiles for 2520 years--—-until Christ RESTORES Constantine (the "BEAST" injested the idea

the kingdom at His Second Coming!

WHERE CHURCH GOVERNMENT ORIG-
INATED

How, then, did ORGANIZATION, and the
idea of CHURCH GOVERNMENT get into-the
Church? s -

" It came out of BABYLON! Spiritual
BABYLON---that is, ROME! The same as near
ly all other false doctrines of Satan.

In the early 4th Century, Constantine,
the Emperor, who officially started SUNDAY
observance in the Western world, saw his

_Empire in danger of disintigrating.
) At the time a great controversy was,
raging among the leaders of Christianity, ,
over Dr. Arius' doctrine concerning the
_origin of Christ, as opposed to the Trini~
ty doctrine. -

We quoete from Encyclopedia Britanni-
aa, (article, ARIUS):

“Phis controversy over Arius' doctrine
reached even the ears of Constantine. HNow
sole emperor, he 8aw in the one catholic
church the best means of counteracting the
movement in his vast empire toward disint=-
igration, and he at once realized how
dangerous dogmatic strife might be to its
unity. Constantine had no understanding

" of the questions at issue. . . He summoned
a general council (the Nicene Council). .
oo.Jt was finally decided against Arius,

. » ¢ Constantine accepted the deciéion
of the council, and resolved to uphold it.'

Thus it was CONSTANTINE---the "BEAST"
' ==-who injected and introduced into the
‘church the idea of a BOARD to decide doc~.
trine, and to rule,:

Thus it was that CONSTANTIHE made

doctrine, a8 decided by a higher-up BOARD,
the basis of fellowship and unity in the
-Church} .
, Jesus never said " is shall all
men KNOW that ye are ——vif
B1L speak the same t D _of THE
TWELVE vote on," That is tbp_pnjj_gmr
“somé today---but It ig NOT BIBLE POLICY

“Jesug said we Showld be known te be in the

true Church IF WE HAVE LOVE one to another}

And ‘doctrine has only brought STRIFE!

~ In the next century, came the PAPACY

in full bloom, starting the idea that the

CHURCH is an ORGANIZATION having CHURCH

GOYERNMENT) ‘
Listen to authentic history) In the

. Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological, and

Ecclesiastical Literature, Vol ¥, page

629, we read: o o
“The first pope, in the real sense

of the word, was leo I. (440-461 A.D.)"

To him the plan of government of the Rom-

an EmpiTe was an obcession. He 8 plied and

adapted that form of government to the

church, forming the PAPACY.

of church BOARDS to decide what doctrines
the rest of the church must believe. And
thus the very PRINCIPLE of CHURCH GQVERN-

MENT becomes THE IMAGE TO THE BEAST!

The whole thing is FALSE! It is NOT
ACCORDIMG TO.THE BIBLE! It is part of BABY-
LON) Those who are IN, and MEMBERS of such
an organized church govermment, submitting-
to doctrines declared by unscriptural
boards as a fellowship test, are IN BABYLON,
and actually worshippers of THE IMAGE OF
THE BEAST! And God is calling us, HIS
people OUT of BABYLON today, before it is
too late---before the PLAGUES falll

Brethren, let us have the courage teo-
accept the TRUTH, and to COME OVT!

THE PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH

Finally, what is the very PURPOSE of

the New Testament Chureh? Is it to BUILD
AN ORGANIZATION?

Let us, now, finally understand it.

The first kingdom and government was
set up by Wimrod---the first ancient Babyl-
on (Genesis 10)., The Devil is the god of
this world, and since Nimrod the ikingdoms
have built eivilizations bddsed upon the
Devil's ways of SELF and of GET, contrary
to God's ways of LOVE, of OBEDIENCE, and
of GIVE, as defined in GOD'S LAW.

So God formed Abraham’'s children into
A NATION, giving them HIS LAWS, to show
how a mation would de blessed that would
build its civilization according to His Come~
mandments., At Mt. Sinai Israe]l was united
to the Lord in MARRIAGE, as KIS GOVERNMENT,
both state and church,

But when Israel went after the ways of -

"other nations, breaking the Commandments,
God DIVORCED Israel, snd gave eve

the
GOVERNMENT (which included CHURCH GOVERN-

MENT as well as state) to the Gentile king-

domes symbolized by Daniel's image and the
four “beasts,” He gave the GOVERNMENT in~-

to Gentile hands UNTIL THE SECOND COMING

OF_CHRIST, when the government, church and
state, shall be RESTORED to Israzell

When Jesus comes with PONER and great
glory---power ta@ RULE, and the SAINTS pos-
gsess tha kingdems of this world---He will
make a NEW Covenant with Israel and Judah,
which NEW Covenant will ke the MARRTAGE OF

T “Az~the 0ld Covenant MARRIAGE ceremony °

set up Israel as a NATION, so will the new.
New TO WHOM will Christ be married,:
at the Marrisge of ¢he Lamb? Notice it,

" IN YOUR gk BIBLE---Revelation 19:7---He

shell marry IS WIFE ! Noteitlil

Yes, his WIFE whom He divorced. A wife
who is divorced is not frea to remarry until
the death of her husband. And_so Christ,
Israel's husbapd, DIED 7o REDEEM ISRAEL.
And now 1$¥ael IS FREE to marry AGAIM



¥ . - i

s

with? WMetive Hebrewa §: 3—--w1;jl. whieh ~
wife He made the firgt covenm\f anl .-d’"
leter diverced-~--ISRAEL! ,

Then He shall RESTORE t}fs_ki'ngdom to
Israc)---both Church governmant and state,
Christ will reign not only ag King of
kings, but algoc as LORD OF LORDS---Church
goverament, a3 well as state.

Christ's FIRST cumeg ls to REDEEH-
~~-not to restorq,

Jesus never set up an organlzatlon,
nor did He establish any church GOVERN-
MENT, He did not RE-ORGANIZE the Ghurch}

Instead, Hg came calling INDIVIDVAL
disciples out frem among the church organ-
izations, sects, and denominatiens~--out
from among the Pharigees, the Sadjuceas,
and the Esggnes---oud from ameng worldly

. ———— e =
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. Epnesiané 5:25-27.
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Tha CHURCH is the
CiElective bedy of individusl saints who
are sanctified and CLEANSED by Chrlst.
Let u spea i
as the Church, “eur Church."

Jesus said. Bvery plant, which ny
heavenly Father hath pot planted, shall

be RAOTED UP" Our_heavenly Father yever

Pl-ﬂ i_am er-or nization, or estab- -~

lited_any_s.up_\g
lished VERMIENT, or set men—
IN AUTKORITY over either spirifua -

ancial _aﬁiag__,_m the New Testament Church ~
~ Any such ' 'plan” was never planted of

- GOD-~-and therefore 1T SHALL BE ROQTED yp!
Our fellowship is first with God,

and with Christ---then with each other,

in LOVE! The saints, so far as they know

one another, are mot te forsake assembling

Gentile organizativfs and comacts=--Heg —~— together for their mutual edification.

called His snnts to be SEPARATE---to COME
DU'I. ' o T

'l‘he very word "ekklesia" fran which
/ Churc.h is translatsd, meang "called~out
ones" as well as "assembly,"”

The New Testament Church is not a-
kingdem--~not a church go\rermnt--—hu't ’
an assambly of individuals CALLED OUT---
Spirit-filled individuals, and therefere

WIR?;M net an orwzatl.on._ 2

~ The OBJECT of the Church is not to
build Up an organization, or a movement,
et us sea this Ereat purpose clearly..
"~ The CHURCH is Israelitish., Not a Gen-
tile Church just called "Israsl."” It IS
Israel. But those who do not come by faith,
and who are disobedient, are CUT OFF, the
Israelitish-born, while Gentile converts,
€hru Christ, are ADOPTED into Isrvae). Thus,
spiritually speaking, Igraecl 1S the CHURCH,
[ And it is the CHURCH who shall be
married to Christ--~Israel REDEEMED by
the blood of the Lamb of Ged.

The CHURCH ig 8od's instrumentality
thru which, and in which, He is select~
ing a people for His name---gathering OUT
of "babylon“ ---QUT of worldly ways, werld.
ly organizations, varisus individuals,~--
one here, and ope thorenwto repantance,

faith in Christ, receiving of and Yeing
led by the Hely Spurit thus having H]s
LAWS written in theiy minds and heartsw~-
Hving, individually, a 1ife of trial gnd
test, of OVERCOMING, tha’b they. may be thus
fitted and tyained f'nr Po‘iti_ons as kipgq
o prists in the KINGDOM OF GOD, aftey
Christ's secopd coming)

The CHURCH of Ged shall then beccme
the KINGDOM of Cad, Tt {s the CHURCH wlich
Shall be marpried te the Lamb, establighing
God' 5 GOVERNMENT on earth--~-restoring the
KIUGDM to Igraell

So THE CHURCH is God's instruymentali-
ty for overcoming the FAULT of the Old
Cavenant, That FAULT was disobedienca,
Tha ¥EW will be made with thasa in whoce
minds and hearts GOD'S LAW has begn

written, by His Holy Spiritl (Heb, 8:10),

And this MARRIAGE wil]l not be wmade
with Some pne organization., It is THE
INDIVIDUAL SAIKTIS.--not gome orgakzation-
-which shall posgess the government, and
rula (Dan. 7:18; Rav. 2:26-37; 341, Qto.)

His WIFE shall have made herself /
READY! but how? By a re.-urgamzation P

R

- ‘ORGANIZATION---which has Jed to politics;

For this purpose---and that all things
may be done decently and in order---the’
Scriptures give us instructions for or-
daining local elders and deacoms, in every
ity---every local congregation, or Church,
But there is no_super-organization over
and above lacal congregatioms I THE NGV
TESTAMENT! And any such "plant” is cer-
tain t¢ be RCOTED UP!" d 2
~ All such organizations and govern-
ments came out of BABYLON---and are today
8 part of BABYLON:
Brethren, % us have the kind of co-

operative FELLOWSHIP, based on LOVE, thgt
_was practised by the early saints; as re=-
carded in the T?Wwor?

the Gospel truth to the world--~to GIVE af
the "waters of life" to as many precious
souls as we can réach---to GIVE out the
last warning messige with great POWER!

But let us droyp all effort to BHILD
- UP A MOVE ANIZATION, us
WFOR organizations, and work

:alvat:.on of SDHIS,
What ha t and di
s2ints in the Church of God?

ed up the
Nothing but
icy,
m.ni:‘Lers lusting for rule and for power
~—wstrivi iving against each other, lining up
‘the brethren on THELR side, against the
ot Qrwcmmkhﬂ_hﬁwﬂ_

“God's Word comwom
FROM AMONG THEN, and be separate, God's
last warning is, "COME OUT OF BABYLON!LY

Organization and church GOVERNMENT
has brought us only strife, jealousies,
divisions, bitternass! It is npot of God, -
and it can bear no other fyuit,

The CRURCH OF GOD peeds movre af the
POVER OF GOD--~more of HIS LOVE--=~gf HIS
HOLY SPIRIT, that the work may now begin
to go forth IN MIGHTY PGWERL' We ought ta
be ASHAMED of the pitifu u:ny, weak, *
feeplé work that has . split up 1 and divided
brethmn, reached put so ve‘rx 'P’cw With

sionst All this, while Tziders desrrrng
power to [} a mg. exag-

gerated, deceiving statements desigmed to
convined =payers that 'the work is
m"’ma mookel-y‘._ “What a
tt‘a_ggdx. Whﬂt a_ ].'Ly. AR o~ mt /‘7@4‘&
WE praise TRt ‘many of the move
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EE How heaven's ma-
chinery is set in
mction for the conver-
sion of 3 single soul.

“An angel of the
Lord spake unto Philip"
(Acts 8:26).

This conversion be~-
gan by directing the ef-
forts of an evangelist
whom God could USE,

But God used AN AN-

April, 1932

HAVE You ever stopped
to investigate just HOW
God works, in bringing a
single sinner to repent-
ance and conversion? )

Here is a REAL DRAMA,
from the bible, revealing
one definite experience
of soul-saving.

This article was

written, with editing,

interpolations, and some
altering by the editor,

So Philip finds the
Spirit already in the char
iot. For who put the Bible
into the cunuch's hands?
Who brought him praying
from the Temple? Who
opened the Book at the
passage of a slaughtered
Messiah? The divine ma-
chinery works at both

engs; and so the prepared
soul-~~the CALLED soul---

GEL in the directioen of

by D. M._ PANTON,

falls like a ripe pear at

this effort. The angels T,
are our colleagues, carrying forward GOD'S
work, nmot ours,

This heavenly visitor saw a dusky
face seventy miles away, dimly rolling
thru the dust-clouds of the desert; and
that angel plamned the intersecting of
two remotely discomnected lives, suddenly
uniting them, and then as suddenly part-
ing them forever.

" Dramatic was this intersection of
lives! The ome man was white, the other
blacks +the one a Jew, the other a Gen-
tile: the one poor, the other rich; the
one a commoner, the other & uoblemn, the
one a Christian, the other a heathen,

Heaven's machinery, set in motion
for the conversion of a single sowl, can
bring face to face utter strangers in
rank, religion, nanon, race.

- straight to the soul God would call.

& woman) -

the lightest touch of God's
messenger. It is God~chasen, God-sought,
and God-revealed souls whom alone we Shall
ever W.‘Lﬂ.

More wonderful still is the third act
in the drama: the long-laid train for the
winning of a single soul now emerges from
the unseen inta the visible.

"And Philip ran thither to kim,"---
What
incanceivable honer God puts on a man or
God has the angel direct the
journey, singie out the soul; but the an-
g8l now disappears into the dbackground, amd
God pushes a man into the forefront of sav-
ing the lost. But not ANY man! When God
has something to be done, Hc. wh:.spors it
into the ear of the man He can use! In
the wake of ‘the efforts of a God-caliea . 7
Winister 55 & steady stredm af conversions.

Notice, the angel “spake unto PHILIP." Ofhers may labor, semd in reports of their

" "The angel could not speak this sacred in-

struction to just ANY preacher or evang-
elist. It had to be 2 man yielded to God,
full of the Holy Spirit.

Philip went, as the Spirit led, "And
behold, a man of Ethlopia, an cunuch of
great mthonty « « « was Teturning, and
sitting in his ohariot read Isaish the
prophet. Then the Spirit said unte Phn_ll.p,

Go near, and join thyself to this chariot.”

The exact chariet in which the God=-
sought squl was sitting was indicated to
Philip; for ne evangelist knows, but only
the Spirit of God, th.e. namas that are
written in the Lamb's Bgook of Life!

“Join thyself to THIS chariot.,” The
next cheariot would, in all probability,
have held 2 soul for whom the machine
of heaven would have been perfectly mo-
tionless. The wise worker finds out where
GOD 1S WORKING, and werks therel This
'uwww%
despa;r, over souls who never yie 1
delivers us from selfishness in seeking
souls we wint saved, rather than souls
God-—;ndxcated, " it prevents our sharp
criticism of ministers for not convert-
ing souls WE brought to them, but God did
not ! ; _

:)f*“]

el

activities, but souls are not saved, be- L
cause heaven's machinery camnot work thru, «a
them! Or a whole organization of them. r.r',.f,,

M&st Won of &IT is the final ‘).
act in the drama, The God-called sinner,
faithfully guided into a right understand-
ing of God's Word; and, because God has
CALLED the one, and GRANTED repentance un-
to him, and has SENT the other g@s His ser-
vant and mmster, ---"they came unto a
certain water, the eunuch answered “1
BELIEVE!", —-"and he baptised him,"

"And the Splrlt of the Lord caught

y Philip, « « o and the eunuch went on

hu way REJOICING!™
2 k * & % % &

What a wohderful truth is brought out
by this mighty little drama from God's Word

Not all are called, during this age.
"Not. many wise men after the flesh, not
mamy mighty, not many noble, are called.,”
(I Ga¥,. 1 23)

Mone CAN repent and be converted, un-
less God GRANTS repentance unto life. See
Aots 11:1% and 5:3L... . e
- . And again, Wl ALh:iamzte:g,land.-wan-
o[ists are reably calied of God- ﬁ“a our
githa shouldr:orhy@_emw

.*-..«JA-'C‘ !



